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A further account of fome Rock*plants 
growing in the Lead Alines 0/Men dip 
Hills 9 mention d in the Philofophical 
Tranfadions, 3\(umb. up . by the in* 
genious Mr. John Beaumont jaw, of 
Stony-Eafton w.Sommerfet lliire. 

S I R, 

I Sent two Letters* fome years fince* to Mr. Oldenburg 
in which I gave him an account of certain Rock^plants 
which I had oblerv’d to grow in the Lead mines of 
Metidtp- Hills in Sommerfetjhire : which Letters he Printed 
in his Philofophical Tranfattions, Numb. 129. I then com* 
plain’d of my want ofanArtift, whereby I might have 
furnifh'd him with the defign of thofe Roch^piants which 
I there deferibe 5 fuch defign being little lefs than abfo- 
lutely neceffary, for giving a clear and fatisfa&ory Appre- 
henfionof the things there exprefs’d: Wherefore mypre- 
fent Refidence being in London , and being gratified in that 
refpetf by the skilful hand of the ingenious Richard Waller 
Efquire* a Member of the Royal Society ; I conceiv’d (tho 1 
lhad now little to add to the delcriptions of thofe Rock^ 
plants which I formerly gave ) that this curious defign 
which I here prefent you* would not be unacceptable to 
thofe Perfons, whofe Genius leads them to confider thefe 
things. 
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The particulars fet forth in thefe Figures 9 wore 
than what have been obferv'd by other men y in 
reference to thofe Rock* plants, are as follows. 

1. A Curious Radix fomewhat more entire than elfewhere to be 
found, on which thofe Rock- planrs fometmes grow , .tho' 
it be manifejt that they often grow alfo from plain Roots. 

2. Several diverffyed tops of other Radix’s. 

3. The manifejt tapering of thofe Rock-plants. 

4. Bores of thofe Rock-plants, with four, fix y andfeven in¬ 
lets in themi together with other differences in their Rays, 
and Joyntings. 

The particular Explanation of the Figures you will find 
beneath, tho’ it be but ffiorr, and not fo full as the defcri- 
ptions I have given of thofe Rock^plants in my former Let¬ 
ters, to which I remit the Curious Reader. 

The main confideration concerning thefe figur’d Stones, 
which I call Rock^plants , is, whether they are parts of 
Plants, or Animals petrifyed, or lapides fui generis , to 
which latter opinion I incline: Indeed the figur’d roots 
on which thefe Roch^plants fometimes grow ( as appears by 
the impreffions of Rays on their tops, anfwering to thofe 
in the Joynts of the Plants, and by the impreffions of oval 
Joynts there,) may give us feme fufpicion that they once 
belong’d to an Animal, whether it were a fpecies o( the 
Stella Arborefcens , or feme other s but thofe trunks of 
ftone Plants which you will find in the defign, cannot be 
looked upon as parrs of Animals, with the leaft fhewo'f 
probability, and f think them almoft as hardly reducible 
to any known fpecies of Vegetables3 confidering that be- 
fides the bores of feme of thefe with four, five, fix, and 
feven inlets in them, and befides their admirably diverfify- 
ed joyntings, fearce either of them to be matcht in any 
Vegetable 3 I have by me above twenty, if not thirty fpe- 
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cm of th tit'Rocf plants , differing outwardly from each 
other in their Joynts, Knots, and Sutures, all obferving 
a wonderful regularity, and not one of them to be paral¬ 
lel^ by any Vegetable that I know of in nature. T6 an- 
fwer this by faying that all thefe fpecies are loft, I doubt 
will fatisfie few, efpecially when we confiderthat thefe 
R^cfplants are not peculiar to any one place, as to Men- 
dip-Hills , but are generally found whereever Lead- 

Mines are (and fometime where there are no Mines ) as 
well in England., as in foreign Countries j and therefore 
tho’ we may fuppofe that fome particular fpecies of Plants 
growing only in tome determinate place may happen to be 
loft; we cannoc wtli imagine how fo many fpecies diffus’d 
through fo many parts of the whole earth, lhould all hap¬ 
pen to be loft together: So that upon the whole this feems 
to me a confiderable objedtion, againft thofe who maintain 
that all figur’d Stones in the Earth are petrefadfions of 
Plants or Animals, to which Opinion Steno , in his difiTer- 
ration concerning Solids naturally contain’d within Solids, 
adheres, fn which Trafit many ingenious things are Paid 
as well in reference to fuch petrefa&ions, as to the frame 
and feveral changes of the Earth in general, from whence 
many apofite Queries may be drawn to be propofed to ju¬ 
dicious Miners in all parts who feem the mod. likely men 
for helping to bring thefe points to a determination, they 
being the beft able to give an account of matter of Fa£t 
» caifnot but take notice here that Mr -Hooke, a worthy 
Member of the 7 Xpyal Society , and well known among the 
ingenious of Europe, has a longtime been of that opinion 
wmch stem endeavours to make out, and as Mr. Oldenburg 
declares in his Preface to his .'franflation of Steno, a long 
time before Staid $ book came fo th, he had Difcourfes 
r.eady.upou that very Argument, wmch by reafonof fome 
Avocations he had not- let his lift Hand to : And we may 
hope, that.notwichftanding this Anticipation may befome 
difco'jragem.ent, he may fome time be prevail’d with to, 
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communicate them to the Pablick ; this being an Argu¬ 
ment which requires more Hands than one to bring it to a 
clear iffue, and highly deferving the Confiderations of the 
raoft Ingenious. Iam, 


London July 3d, 

1683. SIR, 

Tour very Humble Servant» 

fobn ‘Beaumont. 


THE 

EXPLANATION 

OF THE 

P 1G U R E S 

FIGVRE 1 . 

A N Entire Radix, a a Forefeams in two of the feel 
wanting in Mr. Lifter’s Figures. 

2. The fame Radix inverted. 

3. A broken piece of aRadix with Rays on the top . 

4. The infide of the fame. 

5. A Plate of a Radix with the mprejfxon of an oval joynt on 
the topi 

6 . The top of a Radix with Rays, and the Plates curioufy 
wrought, 7, The 
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7« T he infide of the fame. 

8j9, 10, i r, 12. Other tops of Radix’s. 

13 14,15, 16, 17, 18, 15), Several forts of Plates Whatcom- 
pofe the Radix’s. 

40 . Rock-plan x. growing from a plain foot, branched feve- 

ral mays,and tapering. 

21,12. Tmo trunks of Rock-plants tapering, and with 
marks of branches torn off. 

23. ^Rock-plant with oval Joynts Rowing tmifling. 

24. Another Plant roith oval Joy n t S growing on afcabrous root. 

25. A trunks of a Rock-plant growing without joynt, like 
Coral. 

2 6 . Sprouts of Mineral Coral growing in a heap together. 

27. An intorted heap of Rock-planes growing on a piece of 
Lime-Rone Rock, fomemhat refembling the others, being 
thief fet with edges , but having no Joynts. 

28,29. Two pieces of the Summitates or Faftigia mentioned 
by Mr- Lifter in the Philofoph. Tranfa£t Numb, ioo- 

30*31. Two fingle Joynts of Rock-plants with [even Inletts 
in the Bore. 

32* 3 3. Two fingle Joynts with fix Inletts in the Bore. 

34> 35> 36- three Joynts with five Inletts in the Bore. 

37, 38. Two fingle Joynts with four Inletts in the Bore. 

39. A fingle oval Joynt, the oval in the upper part of it, 
fianding clear contrary to the oval in the lower part. 

40 > 41 > 4 2 » 43544 ? 45 > 4 <^ 47 * 4 8 > 4 ?» * 0 ’ 5 2 ', 53 , 54 , 

5 5 ' Round and ovalfingle Joynts, differing in their Rays, 
and other ways of Joynting. 
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